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Pasha for a cessation of hostilities.1 The Turkish commander at first
rejected these proposals, but on fresh overtures being made, he agreed
to negotiate. Costly gifts were then exchanged, and Nadir agreed to
raise the siege if Irlusain Pasha would forward his peace proposals to
Constantinople. At this juncture, Muhammad Aqa arrived with a letter
from the Sultan stating that he placed no reliance upon Nadir's friendship
and brotherly feeling because of his violation of the Turkish frontier;
if, however, he would retire to the borders of Persia, he could there discuss
with Afcmad Pasha the questions at issue.2
Agreeing to this proposal, Nadir and his army left Mosul for Kirkuk
and Qara Tappa on the 2nd Ramadan (2Oth October) ; once more he
had displayed his weakness in siege operations. Leaving the bulk of
his army and all his baggage at Qara Tappa, he set out with only a small
escort to visit the holy shrines of Mesopotamia.8 Thus began another
phase of the extraordinary relations between Persia and Turkey during
this period ; all this while, as will be seen below, the siege of Basra was
in progress.
After being met by Muhammad Aqa and other notables, who brought
him presents from Ahmad Pasha, Nadir proceeded to Kazimain, where he
visited the shrines of the Imams Musa al-Kazim and Muhammad Taqi,4
so venerated by the Shi'a. He then re-crossed the Tigris, in a barge of
state furnished by Ahmad Pasha, and went to the tomb of Abu Hanifa,
at Mu'azzam.6 On the ist Shawwal (i8th November) he proceeded to
Karbala, where he performed the circumambulation (tawaf) of the shrine.
His wife, Radiyya Begum, a daughter of Shah Sultan Husain, gave 20,000
nadiris for the repairing of the sacred building.8
Later in the month Nadir journeyed to Najaf via Hilla, where he con-
vened a great assembly of the 'ulama of Persia, Afghanistan, Balkh and
Bukhara on the one hand, and of the Holy Cities of Mesopotamia on the
other, in order to discuss and settle the religious question.7 In order,
1 According to Mirza Mahdi (T.N., p. 241), IJusain Pasha, in despair of holding out longer,
•was the first to make overtures, but this appears to be incorrect.
•	T.N., p. 241.   'Abdullah ibn gusain as-Suwaidi of Baghdad (who was a contemporary of
Nadir), in his Kitdb d-Hujjaj ai-Qat'iyya li itfifaq al-Firaq al-Islamiyya (which was pub-
lished in Cairo in 1906), mentions this message and adds that the Sultan said tfcat the
claim for the Ja'fari sect must be dropped. See Professor A. E. Schmidt's Is Istorii
SunmtsJto-SMitsMkh Oinoskenii in V. V. Barthold's Festschrift, entitled 'Iqdu'l-Juman,
Tashkend, 1927, p. 83.
•	T.W., p. 241.
'The seventh and ninth, respectively, of the Shi'a Tiriams.
1 T.N., p. 241.
•	According to Mirza Mahdi, Nadir visited Karbala on the ist Shawwal, after having been at
Najaf (TJf., p. 246), but, as it is stated by as-Suwaidi (Schmidt, op. dt., p. 95) that the
meeting of 'lOama at Najaf took place on the 24th Shawwal, the visit to Karbala must
have preceded the meeting.
7.» p. 241.

